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‘To the Castle!’ 

Sunday 29th May 
Assemble 2.45pm for a 3pm start at St Peters Square (City 
Centre). 
A guided walk retracing the 1831 Reform Riots in Nottingham. 
Estimated duration 2-2.5 hours. 

 ‘Cheese for nought!’ 
Friday 3rd June 

From 7pm at The Sparrows’ Nest (St Anns). 
An evening with wine, cheese and riots. Also with skittles, a talk 
and discussion. Launch event for our new pamphlet ‘Damn your 
charity…’ about the 1766 Great Cheese Riot. 

 ‘La Commune’ 
Sunday 19th June 

From 12.30pm at The Sparrows’ Nest (St Anns). 
Screening of the amazing film experiment about the short lived 
Paris Commune in 1871 (French with English subtitles). We will 
show an edited 3-hour version (of the six-hour long film!) in two 
parts, interrupted by afternoon tea. 

All events free of charge and wheelchair accessible. 

peopleshistreh.wordpress.com 
peopleshistreh@riseup.net

 

May 2011May 2011May 2011May 2011    
With all the campaigning and direct action over the 

last few months, things got a little quiet around 

People’s Histreh. But that does not mean we were not 

busying ourselves digging into heaps of smelly old 

paper, as well as (rather less romantic) staring at 

scanned documents and microfilm readers. Therefore 

we can announce some upcoming events (see back 

page), most notably the launch of our second 

pamphlet, focussing on the story behind the tale of 

Nottingham’s Great Cheese Riot. 

We hope to see you soon and remain until then your 

most humble group of radical Histerians. 



Who we are…Who we are…Who we are…Who we are…    
We are a group of people with different political backgrounds, 
interested in what has been called ‘history from below‘, ‘grassroots 
history’ or ‘social history‘. As Nottingham and Nottinghamshire have 
such a long and turbulent history of socioeconomic transformation, 
disturbance and conflict, there is a lot to be unearthed. In fact, the most 
amazing, inspiring, shocking and outrageous stories leap out wherever 
one scratches the surface. 
Aside from organising events and producing materials, we gather 
people’s stories of past struggles and strive to bring together as much 
material as possible and make it publicly accessible. 

… and what we did in 2010 …… and what we did in 2010 …… and what we did in 2010 …… and what we did in 2010 …    
2010 began with a commem-

oration of the successful fight 

against the Poll Tax.  To 

celebrate the 20th anniver-

sary of the storming of a 

council meeting and the 

custard-pieing of councillors, 

people were invited to an 

evening of reunion, reminis-

cence and discussion. 

In the summer, a number of events, including talks 

and discussions and a sold-out film screening at 

Broadway Cinema focussed on the Spanish Civil 

War, following the shameful desecration of the 

International Brigades Memorial at County 

Hall. 

Probably our main event last year was the guided 

walk ‘To the Castle!’ and the launch of our first proper 

publication with the same title. On a remarkably sunny day a large mob 

faced the perils of street cleaning carts and smelly 

alleyways, going round the city centre, storming 

the castle and hearing about the daily lives and the 

deeds of those ‘misguided rascals’ who burned 

down Nottingham 

Castle and a few other 

places. The walk will be 

repeated in May and is 

available as an audio 

tour to be done by any-

one in their own time, either as a fancy 

smartphone app or as a free MP3 download. 

For information, images, maps, audio files, 

documents, etc. regarding all our past activities please visit our website. 

peopleshistreh.wordpress.com 

Friends & Friends & Friends & Friends & CCCCoooo    
We extensively use and work with The Sparrows’ Nest, an amazing 
library and archive of anarchist materials located in St. Ann’s. In a 
friendly, comfortable environment it contains some of the most 
significant historical archives of anarchist materials in Britain as well 
as a large and rapidly growing local studies section. 
thesparrowsnest.org.uk 

Also check on past and future activities of the Nottingham Women’s 

History Group, who have done brilliant stuff, including a number of 

guided walks and fascinating talks. 

nottinghamwomenshistory.org.uk 

The work of us and all the other local history groups would be 

impossible without the resources and the knowledge amassed in the 

Local Studies section of the Central Library and of course in the 

Nottinghamshire Archives, both always worth a visit. 


