
 

Who we are… 
We are a group of people with different political backgrounds, interested in 
what has been called ‘history from below‘, ‘grassroots history’ or ‘social 
history‘. As Nottingham and Nottinghamshire have such a long and turbulent 
history of socioeconomic transformation, disturbance and conflict, there is a 
lot to be unearthed. In fact, the most amazing, inspiring, shocking and 
outrageous stories leap out wherever the surface is scratched. 

…and what we do… 
We have been working on a number of different projects 
since we first got together in late 2009. Among many other 
subjects, such as Chartism or the local history of slavery, we 
have e.g. been remembering the successful fight against the 
Poll Tax (for instance by celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
the custard-pieing of local councillors). 

Probably our main subject matter so far has been working 
on the history of riotous Nottingham during the (early) 
Industrial Revolution. There is for instance our popular 

guided walk To the Castle! (and the publication of the 
same title) or our pamphlet Damn your charity... on the 
remarkable events known as Nottingham’s ‘Great Cheese 
Riot’ of 1766. 

This summer we (that is ‘Loaf On A Stick Press’) were 
proud to publish Chris Richardson’s exciting new book 
A City of Light… on the struggles of courageous women 
and men in 1840s Nottingham who challenged the 
inhumanities of the Poor Law, contested charges of sedition, blasphemy and 
riot, confronted the forces of established religion, and championed new forms 
of democratic control. 

For information, images, maps, audio files, documents, etc. regarding all our 
past activities please visit our (very irregularly updated ☺) online presence: 

peopleshistreh.wordpress.com 
We usually get together every few months for (very) informal meetings, eat lots 
of cake and discuss new discoveries, exciting materials and future activities. If 
you are interested in bringing in your own interests and ideas, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch: 

peopleshistreh@riseup.net
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