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Introduction 

Following our first publication in this series, introducing and briefly outlining our research project,1 in this 
second pamphlet we look into the first of the 103 cases of Sherwood Foresters sentenced to death or charged 
with mutiny during World War One (hereafter WWI). 

Our starting point was the brief information listed in ORAM’S book Death sentences passed by … the British 
Army 1914-1924, based on his extensive work with the registers of Field General Courts Martial, held at the 
National Archives at Kew:2 

On the 5th February 1915, Private W Harvey of the 1st Battalion Sherwood Foresters (hereafter 1st 
Foresters) was sentenced to death on the Western Front following a trial by court martial on a charge of 
desertion. This death sentence was later commuted to a punishment of two years hard labour. 

Harvey was the first of 38 Foresters sentenced to death during WWI. Whereas a number of researchers 
have looked into the cases of the eight soldiers who were executed, besides the information listed by ORAM, 
nothing appears to have been published on the cases of Harvey and the 29 others whose sentences were 
commuted by the commander-in-chief.3 

Identifying who exactly W Harvey was, as well as outlining the circumstances of his alleged ‘crime’, trial 
and the reasons why he was able to avoid the firing squad has been a rather complex and only partially 
successful task. In short, although it has been possible to find a lot of evidence regarding the wider context of 
these events, uncovering details about the life and experiences of this particular soldier has proven to be 
rather difficult. 

Based on the information available at present, we identified two persons called W Harvey who served with 
the 1st Foresters at the time. Either could have been the soldier court martialled in February 1915. We have a 
policy of directly referring to any personal data about the 103 Foresters that has already been published 
elsewhere, whilst deciding on a case-by-case basis whether to publish additional personal information that 
comes out of our research.4 Given that in Harvey’s case we currently remain unsure which candidate is the 
person referred to in the registers of courts martial, we decided not to publish their full names or soldier 
numbers. However, interested readers will be able to retrace our research process (please let us know if you 
discover anything!). 

Combining the patchy evidence regarding Harvey with the comparatively extensive body of circumstantial 
evidence, it seems possible to infer quite a lot regarding this first case in our 103 Foresters project. 

In order to do so, the following deliberations will initially discuss who those soldiers were who were sent 
into France with the 1st Foresters in 1914 (I), before summarising the battalion’s first few months of active 
service on the Western Front (II). This is followed by outlining the patchy information we have on W Harvey 
and debating his case in light of the evidence presented (III). 

Please see Issue 1 of this pamphlet series for more contextual information, for instance regarding the 
procedure of sentencing a soldier to death in a court martial. We have tried to avoid repetitions or banish 
them into footnotes5 where possible, but if you just finished reading Issue 1 you might spot one or another. 
Please also note that this remains a work in progress. There are more potential sources to be examined, 
hopefully offering new insights into Harvey’s case. We hope to revisit this case and be able to add more 
information. 

  

                                                 
1 Please find Issue 1 on our blog. 
2 See ORA2; p23; see also CSMR1; Issue 1; chapter I. 
3 See Issue 1; Introduction. 
4 This issues around this policy are indeed rather complex and will be discussed in detail in a future publication in this 

pamphlet series. 
5 That is of course not to diminish the importance of footnotes. Anyone who has ever opened one of our 

publications knows we love them. 

http://peopleshistreh.wordpress.com/
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I. The 1st Foresters 

Historians have often stated that the British Army that went into WWI in 1914 was very different to the 
British Army in 1918. Indeed, even if the debate on the British Forces is narrowed by not discussing the 
millions of soldiers and labourers mobilised from all over the British Empire, there are distinct differences in 
the make-up of the British troops at different stages of the war. There was not so much one British Army 
fighting in WWI, but four: the Regular Army, the Territorial Army, the New Army (or Kitchener’s Army) and 
finally the conscripts. When the war began, the units of the Regular Army were available for instant 
deployment, i.e. those professional soldiers who signed up for military service before the war. These soldiers, 
alongside colonial troops, made up for instance by numerous units of the Indian Army, took the brunt of the 
fighting during the earliest stages of the war, whilst the Territorial Army units were mobilised and the New 
Army was still being recruited, let alone trained and equipped. Following the extreme casualties suffered by 
the Regular Army in the first few months of the fighting, the British Army would change ‘out of all 
recognition’, long before conscription was finally introduced in 1916.6 

There were distinct differences between these four armies, not least regarding the disciplinary regime in 
the respective units and relations between commissioned officers and other ranks. ORAM’S 2003 work Military 
Executions … provided conclusive evidence that Regular Army units had to live up to stricter standards of 
discipline as well as higher expectations, even after the ‘Regular army had ceased to exist in anything other 
than name’.7 

ORAM points out that this has to be seen in context with the pre-war history of the British army and refers 
to the apparently widespread perceptions of the army as a refuge for the ‘scum of the earth’, a view said to 
have been especially common amongst the army’s own commanders. However, low esteem of the troops was 
also common among the general population, given that the army had been called upon time and again to 
brutally repress industrial action,8 for instance in the 1893 Featherstone Massacre.9 

‘It was in this context that the British army discipline had evolved. The result was a form of 
discipline that was particularly harsh as this was believed to be the only effective means of 
ordering men drawn from the very bottom strata of society.’10 

Such ideas by the Foresters’ contemporaries can be contrasted with some historians’ descriptions of the 
pre-war regulars. For instance CORNS and HUGHES-WILSON praised the ‘seven-year volunteers, mostly 
recruited from the intelligent and ambitious youth of the working class.’11 

In light of such diverse portrayals of the pre-war Regulars, it appeared crucial to find and examine some 
data regarding the backgrounds of those 1st Foresters who were sent into France in late 1914. A number of 
documents from the 1901 and 1911 censuses enabled us to extract a significant body of evidence.12 Although 
more sources may yet come to light, we were therefore able to find out quite a bit of detail about the pre-war 
battalion and its soldiers. 

                                                 
6 See e.g. ASH; pp9-10; MOR; pp11/155; WET; Introduction/chapters I-II. 
7 ORA1; pp40/102-10/128-30. See also Issue 1; chapter II. 
8 ORA1; p26. 
9 See BFB; pp4/8-16/20: A contemporary pamphlet lists numerous occasions of soldiers attacking organised workers, 

referring e.g. to Dragoons in Bristol in 1892 doing what they did best, slashing and lancing civilians. The following 
year, events near a Yorkshire colliery became known as the Featherstone Massacre when troops with fixed bayonets 
charged and later fired into crowds of workers. The pamphlet states: ‘It is a maxim with experienced magistrates, 
police and military officers, that if there is not a riot you can always make one. The recipe is simple: set the police to 
bludgeon a peaceful crowd; or order the soldiers to charge them with the bayonet.’ 

10 ORA1; p26. See also ibid.; p51: ‘Traditionally […] the Regular soldier was a poorly educated man of poor physique 
and “urban provenance”. [Consistent with common Edwardian ideas], such men were often regarded as degenerates 
and viewed with great suspicion by social commentators and their commanders alike. The troops […] were treated 
as if they were unruly children and punished if they stepped out of line.’ 

11 COR; p35. 
12 Unless stated otherwise, the following is based on our analysis of data excerpted from various census records, 

referenced as ACEN. They can be accessed through Ancestry’s 1901 and 1911 UK Census Collections. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/20527
http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0181.pdf
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/
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At the time of the 1911 census date (the nights of the 2nd and 3rd April 1911) the battalion was stationed in 
India. The census forms provide rather extensive information about the officers, NCOs and privates in the 
unit. As a battalion at full strength is stated to have comprised c.900-1,000 commissioned officers and other 
ranks13 and we were able to excerpt a set of data regarding 1,039 persons we can assume that this is a 
comprehensive list of all army personnel serving with the 1st Foresters at the time. This is also indicated by the 
fact that a number of troops (139 or 13%) are classed as ‘absent’ from the battalion, i.e. the respective officers 
seem to have provided a full list of all personnel under their command, rather than just a list of those present 
on census night. 

Although this document does not specify where the battalion was stationed at the time, it appears they 
lived in rather well-established facilities, along with a number of civilian family members. One person, a 27 
year old from Nottingham is described as an ‘Army Schoolmaster’, apparently tasked with schooling the 
soldiers’ children. 

All in all the battalion included 27 commissioned officers (3%), 178 NCOs (17%), 800 privates (77%) and 
34 others, such as drummers, bandsmen, said ‘School Master’ etc. 

Their age range spans from 15 to 55 years, the oldest as well as the youngest soldier were both privates. 
The unit’s median age was 32, but the vast majority of soldiers (930 or 90%) were in their twenties, almost 
600 of them aged between 20 and 24. Rather unsurprisingly, the median age for the officers was highest (28 
years), the NCOs followed closely with an average of 27 whilst the privates were on average 24 years old. It is 
however notable that the majority of officers were quite young, often significantly younger than many of the 
troops they commanded. 17 (63%) were under 30 and 12 (44%) under 25. The youngest officer was only 19, 
whilst there is not a single NCO under the age of 20. 

Regarding the soldiers’ birthplaces it is apparent that this pre-war army unit included soldiers born all over 
the Empire. A closer examination shows however that a non-English, non-Midlands background was the 
exception, especially amongst the rank and file. Although some of the Foresters had been born in British 
India (17, or 2%), possibly themselves the children of soldiers, and a few others had Australian or Canadian 
backgrounds, 94% of soldiers (979) were born in England. Only half a per cent each had been born in Wales 
and Scotland and just over 1% in Ireland. 380 came from Nottinghamshire, another 238 soldiers from 
Derbyshire, the two counties accounting for 63% of all soldiers born in England, and just under 60% of the 
whole battalion. Significant minorities of Foresters had been born in London, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire (between 3% and 5% each). 

Only 60 Foresters (6%) were married or widowed, 1% of the privates, but 33% of the officers and 23% of 
the NCOs.14 

Although a few entries contain information on the respective soldiers’ ‘occupation’ such as ‘Chauffeur’, 
‘Cook’ or ‘Telegraphist’, this apparently refers to specialist duties in the army, although in some cases there 
may be an overlap to former civilian occupations. Therefore, to be able to make any statements about the 
soldiers’ socioeconomic backgrounds, we needed to cross reference the data from the 1911 census with 
earlier records. In order to do so, we took a smaller sample from the total of 800 privates listed in the 1911 
census records, resulting in a list of 88 persons whom we further investigated using records from the 1901 
census. This sample and any deliberations based on it are of limited validity for a number of reasons, for 
instance the search was reduced to a relatively small number of privates from Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire only and that we could not identify all of these beyond reasonable doubt in the 1901 records. 
However, in the end we were able to identify 70 of the 88 with ample surety, providing a snapshot regarding 
the backgrounds of some of those who ended up as privates in the 1st Foresters ten years later.15 

In 1901, most of these privates-to-be were teenagers and the vast majority (over 81%) lived with their 
families. These families were often rather sizeable: in half the cases there were three to five children living in a 

                                                 
13 See e.g. ASH; p7. 
14 See also SSB; p33: The Soldier’s Small Book states not only that troops needed their ‘Commanding Officer’s sanction’ 

before marriage, but also that there were quotas, dependent on rank, regarding the number of marriages allowed. 
15 That equals just under 80% of our sample of 88 privates, or about 9% of all 800 privates in the battalion. This 

sample is the result of an amateurish, but well documented method, probably resulting in a suitably random sample. 

http://www.wiltshire-opc.org.uk/Items/Bremhill/Bremhill%20-%20Soldiers%20Small%20Book%20Harry%20Launcelot%20Henly%201905.pdf
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household. The average was just below six children, whilst often other relatives or boarders further increased 
the size of the households. Most of these were households with two parents, although from the information 
available it is not possible to ascertain how many would have been the later Foresters’ biological parents or 
how many widowed parents had remarried, etc. In a few cases (10%) the households’ heads were single 
(widowed) women, only in one case was the Forester-to-be himself the head of a (single person) household. 
Therefore in most cases the later soldiers were listed as the sons of the respective households, only a few 
(four each) were listed as boarders or servants. 

One factor to ascertain whether the ‘bottom strata of society’ really was the main recruiting ground for the 
pre-war Regulars might be the number of privates-to-be who were institutionalised at the time of the 1901 
census. Leaving aside one person who was a patient in Nottingham General Hospital on census night, that 
was only the case with four others. One 16 year old was a crew member on the Royal Navy training ship 
HMS Ganges, the other three (two thirteen and one fifteen year old) were described as an ‘inmate’ or a 
‘pauper’. Two lived in workhouses (in Birmingham and Shardlow), the third in Saltley Reformatory School 
for Juvenile Delinquents – although the difference between workhouses and prisons was rather blurry at the 
best of times. 

About a third of persons in our sample had no specified occupations, which will in nearly all cases simply 
be down to the fact that they were rather young at the time. Whether or not these children were actually 
involved in waged or unwaged labour and therefore directly or indirectly contributed to the household’s 
income is of course another matter. Of the two thirds of Foresters-to-be who had a specified occupation, the 
vast majority worked in various low paid, probably precarious and often dangerous jobs. A number of 
persons toiled in the mining and textile industries, others were employed in agriculture as farm hands (‘cow 
boy’, etc.). Some were described for instance as an ‘Errand Boy’, whilst three had started apprenticeships in 
various crafts. Another person is listed as a ‘Railway Engine Driver’. It is notable that only three were in what 
appears to have been formalised long term education, each being listed as a ‘Scholar’. 

To get a better understanding of the socioeconomic backgrounds of the respective soldiers-to-be, we 
examined the occupations of their respective heads of households. We disregarded a number of cases, for 
example those persons who were the employers of the later Foresters. Regarding the remaining heads it is 
notable that only five of them were either described as jobless, or the respective space on the census forms 
had been left blank. Three of those were single mothers who can assumed to have been working very hard 
indeed, although this would probably have been unpaid reproductive work. Only two heads seem to have 
been unemployed in the classic understanding of the term. Regarding the other heads of household, the 
picture is fairly similar to the professions of the young soldiers-to-be. Most heads worked in the mining and 
textile industries, agriculture or on the railways. Although some had been trained in various crafts, such as 
one ‘Instrument maker’, only one, a hat maker, was running his own business rather than being employed 
himself. There is only one case where we can be amply sure that the respective head of the household, a 
baker, had his own shop, whilst another man, listed as a pedlar, can be assumed to have been considerably 
less well to do. Apart from these two persons and a ‘fish dealer’, there are only two others who do not fit into 
the picture of traditional working class backgrounds, one was a soldier himself, the other a police sergeant, 
living with his family in the ‘Police Lodge and Station’ on Nottingham’s Gregory Boulevard. 

Although this examination of some Foresters-to-be and their households merely offers a snapshot 
regarding the upbringing of a very limited number of soldiers, it indicates that the vast majority of the 
privates serving in the 1st Foresters in 1911 had solid working class backgrounds. They usually grew up with 
their families, although some will have been institutionalised at some point in their lives. Although it is 
notable that their backgrounds are mostly in the poorer sections of the working classes, this was probably not 
what most people would describe as the ‘bottom strata of society’. However, it may well have appeared that 
way to those commanding the privates, especially amongst the higher ranks of commissioned officers, whom 
even reactionary historians describe as a ‘self-governing stolid elite’.16 

We can therefore outline the profile of the stereotypical pre-war private in the 1st Foresters as follows: an 
unmarried man from Nottinghamshire or Derbyshire in his early to mid-twenties, with a working class 
background, grown up in quite a large family. This implies that ORAM was correct to refer to the fact that in 

                                                 
16  COR; p34. 



People’s Histreh: 103 Foresters: Mutinies and death sentences in the local regiment – 1914-18, Issue 2, Version 1.0 

7 

this pre-war British society without conscription, hunger must be seen as very efficient conscription force.17 
Besides middle and upper class ignorance, snobbery and anxieties, this profile also points to another factor 
why upholding a strict disciplinary regime would have been seen as essential for regular army units. There 
were numerous occasions when these troops were called out to repress industrial unrest. A harsh disciplinary 
regime makes sense if the core jobs of the army include not only the defence of the Empire against external 
enemies, but repression in the colonies as well as within Britain itself. How else to ensure that the soldiers at 
Featherstone ‘did their duty’,18 when many of the soldiers ordered to fire on striking miners were the sons of 
miners themselves? 

Although these deliberations regarding the soldiers in the 1st Foresters are based on pre-war documents, it 
seems possible to assume that the make-up of the unit had not fundamentally changed by late August 1914, 
when the unit was pulled out of British India and sent to the Western Front. However, at present we have to 
rely again on indirect evidence to back that assumption: It is possible to name those soldiers from the 1st 
Foresters who were killed during the first few months of the war.19 Comparing this list of fatalities to the 
1911 census data shows that of the 82 soldiers who died between November 1914 and 6th February 1915, 
25% can be found in the 1911 census. This indicates that at least a very sizeable minority of those who served 
with the 1st Foresters in 1911 also went into combat with the unit in 1914,20 thereby implying that our profile 
of a stereotypical pre-war rank and file Forester was still valid in November 1914. 

 

  

                                                 
17 ORA1; p26. 
18 BFB; p18. 
19 Our analysis of the casualties suffered by the 1st Foresters (hereafter referenced as DATA CAS1ST) is based on data 

excerpted from the see war diary of the 1st Foresters (BWD1ST), entries covering the period 31st August 1914-21st 
March 1915, and from the casualty database of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) for the same 
period. 

20 See DATA CAS1ST: Although the sample on which this figure is based is not very large, the very nature of the 
warfare that killed these soldiers implies that it was a pretty random one. The war diary indicates that artillery fire 
accounted for the majority of fatalities, which in turn implies that who lived and who died was simply down to 
chance. It can be assumed that the proportion of troops who had already been part of the unit in 1911 was 
significantly higher in the very early weeks of the 1st Forester’ war. Half of the initial 18 fatalities (died 16th to 30th 
November 1914) can be found in the battalion’s 1911 census records. 

http://www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk/collections/public_archive/PAR0181.pdf
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx
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II. The 1st Foresters at war – November 1914 to March 1915 

Nightmarish images of trench warfare, with all its horrors and absurdities, have become part of collective 
memory and imagination. However, the elaborate, immensely complex line of fortifications known as the 
Western Front, spanning from the North Sea to the Swiss border, maintained by extensive infrastructure 
networks, directly or indirectly tapping into much of the resources of all the world’s empires, did not spring 
into being overnight. Neither did new strategies and tactics evolve suddenly, after the officers’ nineteenth 
century war manuals had become obsolete.21 

Looking into the circumstances of Harvey’s case by trying to depict the 1st Foresters’ first few months of 
war on the Western Front exemplifies how trench warfare evolved over time, how both sides muddled along 
during the winter months of 1914-15, essentially making it up as they went along. 

A crucial source is the 1st Foresters’ Battalion War Diary, providing rather extensive information on the day-
to-day affairs of the battalion. Until March 1915 these were pencilled in by the careful hand of the battalion’s 
adjutant, Lieutenant Richard Stranger, who was to be killed in the attack on Neuve Chapelle.22 Unless 
otherwise stated, the following is based on 1st Foresters’ war diary, entries 31st August 1914 to 14th March 
1915 as well as data from our analysis of the casualties suffered by the battalion.23 

The 1st Foresters, one of the regiment’s two battalions of Regulars, had been stationed in British India 
when war broke out in Europe, receiving orders to prepare for the voyage back to England on the 31st 
August 1914. Three days later, following a ‘very hurried’ embarkation, the battalion set off from Bombay, 
travelling via Aden and Port Said through the Suez Canal and the Mediterranean, arriving in Plymouth on the 
2nd October. According to WYLLY, an officer who published a history of the 1st and 2nd Foresters shortly after 
the end of the war, the total strength of the 1st Foresters at the time was 1,009 troops of all ranks.24 

From Plymouth the soldiers were send to Hursley Park, just outside of Southampton, were they spent the 
rest of October before embarking again on the evening of the 4th November, arriving at Le Havre by the early 
hours of the 5th. A few days later the unit was moved up to the front lines. 

On the 10th November they arrived in Merville and marched into billets in the village of Neuf Berquin. 
Deployed on the French side of the nearby border with Belgium, the 1st Foresters were now in close 
proximity to the lines, less than 20 miles from the centre of Ypres and only a few miles from Neuve Chapelle 
and the nearest section of the front. From now on ‘heavy gun fire’ could be heard. 

Due to their redeployment from India to the Western Front, the unit had not taken part in the early 
engagements fought by the British Expeditionary Force (hereafter BEF). They entered the war as battle lines 
had already become static, probably making them one of the first British units that went straight into the 
trenches.25 Having been lucky enough to miss out on the early battles of the British Army in France and 
Flanders, the 1st Foresters had escaped the fate of many other units such as the 2nd Foresters. That battalion 
had been virtually annihilated during a botched up battle on September 19th and 20th, ending with the unit 
suffering over 700 casualties when they were overrun after not being authorised to withdraw.26 

On the 11th November, a number of the 1st Foresters’ senior officers ‘were taken up to the Front in Motor 
lorries for instruction & to see the new type of trenches’, although their excursion was cut short by German 
shells. On the 14th the battalion moved even closer to the front and a first group of Foresters entered the 
trenches outside Neuve Chapelle the following day. At this stage of the war it seems that the trenches in that 
particular sector were little more than the firing line itself, with some incomplete support and 
communications trenches to the rear.27 Improving these defences became part of the everyday chores of the 

                                                 
21 See e.g. ASH; p9: ‘[…] strategy is defined as the art of moving and conducting fighting units and selection of their 

positions, and tactics as the art of handling and directing troops when in actual contact with the enemy […]’. 
22 See DATA CAS1ST: Stranger died on the 13 March 1915. 
23 BWD1ST; entries dated 31/08/1914-14/03/1915; DATA CAS1ST. 
24 WYL; pp3-7: The battalion entailed 18 officers, 45 warrant officers and sergeants, 46 corporals, 15 drummers and 

885 privates. 
25 See Ibid.; pp8-9: Wylly states that 98 per cent of the 1st Foresters were men without any combat experience. 
26 Ibid.; pp103-6. 
27 See ASH; pp4-7 for a concise overview of the common layout of the trench system in later stages of the war. 
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Foresters, with those not deployed in the front line immediately having to start to dig. Although billeted a few 
hundred yards away from the firing trench, they were targeted by German artillery, as ‘the enemy [was] 
occasionally in the habit of shelling this place’. 

On the 16th November, the second day in the front lines, the unit took their first casualty.28 Much of the 
entry for the following day, Tuesday 17th November, would become symptomatic of the day-to-day 
experiences of the 1st Foresters. Many subsequent recordings document a low intensity but nevertheless 
brutal trench warfare, fought under appalling conditions in almost constantly bad weather. That first Tuesday 
conditions were ‘very bad, rain & cold, & the trenches were in a filthy condition’, with a number of troops 
having their ‘rifles […] covered with mud to such an extent that men were unable to use [them]’. One 
company of Foresters in the front line trenches received no rations, having to ‘use their iron rations’. Another 
remark that day further exemplifies that adjusting to and sustaining trench warfare created major logistical 
challenges, as a group of Foresters had to resupply troops from another regiment with ‘urgently’ needed 
ammunition. Furthermore, reinforcing the defences proved to be a hazardous undertaking. Stranger describes 
how nine soldiers had to leave the trenches in order to cover engineers laying wire in front of the British 
trenches, whilst ‘the enemy trenches were only 25yds away & they were under fire all the time’. On that day 
the battalion suffered altogether twelve casualties, one soldier was missing,29 eight wounded (three 
‘dangerously’, one ‘severely’), whilst three others were killed. By now, the 1st Foresters’ war had truly begun. 

Following their first spell in the front lines, the Foresters went in and out the trenches in the vicinity of 
Neuve Chapelle, quickly establishing a rotation followed almost without exception between the 19th 
November and early March 1915. They would relieve and in turn be relieved by the 2nd Battalion East 
Lancashire regiment, alternating on the same sector of the front (‘A Lines’). The Foresters entered the 
trenches, relieving the Lancashire troops, sometime in the late evening/early morning, the exact times 
changing subject to factors such the brightness of the moon. They then spent two days in ‘A Lines’, before 
being themselves relieved on the following day/night. After spending two days in their billets that six day 
cycle would be repeated over and over again. This rotation did change on only one occasion, when the 
battalion was moved around behind the lines for eight days in mid-December30 before the normal routine was 
re-established. It was only at the very end of February that the battalion was assigned to a new section of the 
front lines, marching out of billets to take over ‘D’ lines for the first time on March 1st 1915. 

For the rest of the year there was no further mention of supply issues regarding food or ammunition, 
indicating that the infrastructure behind the front lines evolved quickly, feeding the relentless war machine on 
either side. Indeed it was not until the 19th February that there was another mention of missed rations, with 
Stranger noting that this had been a first ‘for some considerable time’. 

The trench system was also quickly getting more sophisticated, for instance with tunnels linking up 
different sections of the trenches. However, WYLLY’s descriptions also make it clear that the defences 
remained very much improvised. Some sections of the line were not even protected by a parapet but covered 
by canvass screens: ‘[one soldier] was hit through a screen which had been put up to hide an unprotected 
portion of the line, and the enemy often fired through it “on chance”’.31 

The enemy that caused constant problems for either side was the weather. Stranger frequently wrote how 
the weather had ‘been bad for the last few days, wet & cold’.32 When a ‘sharp frost’ settled in and snow fell on 
the 20th November, more and more troops had to be hospitalised with frostbite, for instance 53 soldiers on 
the 24th November, whilst others started to suffer from ‘bad feet caused by cold & exposure in the trenches’. 
Not only the frost, but also a lack thereof caused problems for men and materials, with the lines ‘in a filthy 
condition’ and the structures supporting trenches and parapets becoming unstable whenever frost was 
followed by thaw. 

                                                 
28  See DATA CAS1ST; Appendix b): His name was Albert Dulake. He came from Surrey and was 21 years old. 
29 See chapter III. 
30 During that period the 1st Foresters formed part of the reserves for a fairly small attack by another Brigade near 

their section of the front lines. Although initially ‘successful’, i.e. a few trenches were taken and two dozen prisoners 
made, most of these ‘gains’ were lost the following day. The 1st Foresters seem to have been lucky enough to play 
only a minor role in this attack, for instance escorting a few prisoners back behind the lines. 

31 WYL; p16. 
32 On occasion it did not rain, usually on those days it was ‘cold & damp’ instead. 
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Throughout November low intensity, but constant fighting continued and casualties began to mount. By 
the end of the month two officers had been killed and three wounded, whilst sixteen ‘other ranks’ were dead, 
another 66 wounded and an unknown number of soldiers had been hospitalised due to non-combat injuries 
or illnesses.33 

This part of the Western Front was at the time not the scene of pitched battles, as apparently neither side 
committed resources to any serious attempts of breaking the deadlock in the area. However, soldiers 
continued to be wounded and killed on a daily basis due to sniping, artillery fire and occasional spells of rapid 
fire directed towards the opposing trenches. Furthermore, repeated reconnaissance patrols sent into no-
man’s-land34 by both sides resulted time and again in further casualties. Sometimes patrols would meet each 
other, leading to some incidents of close quarter fighting. Whereas the so called trench-raids, common in later 
stages of the war,35 were not yet undertaken, some of these patrols had also offensive character, attempting to 
take out sniper positions or finding and occupying spots from where they could snipe themselves or set up a 
machine gun. The first officer to die was killed on such a patrol in late November ‘from about 2 yards 
distance’ whilst scouting for a suitable position to harass the German lines with machine gun fire. References 
to repeated unsuccessful attempts to recover his body make it apparent that no-man’s-land was also slowly 
filling up with mangled and decaying corpses. 

Arriving at their billets on the 29th November, just south of La Gourge, the battalion could spend the final 
couple of days of November slightly further away from the front, with part of the unit enjoying a ‘much 
appreciated’ ‘bath & brush up’. On the first day of December the reason for that bath became apparent when 
the very top of the top brass arrived in a ‘motored’ pass through the town by George V, his son and John 
French, as well their French counterparts, president Poincaré and Joseph Joffre. Less than two hours later the 
battalion marched back to the trenches. 

In general the time spent in billets appears not to have been filled with rest and relaxation but, on top of a 
wide range of daily chores, there are repeated references to intensive training. Some of this reflected the 
army’s attempts to slowly come to terms with the realities of trench warfare. Stranger recorded that from late 
December 1914 soldiers were increasingly trained in the use of hand grenades, describing this as ‘the most 
important thing at the time’. 

In early December the quickly established routine of rotations between front line duties and billets carried 
on. A remark from the 4th December makes it clear that besides the ever mounting total of casualties caused 
by enemy action, the number of troops admitted to hospital continued to grow, standing at 362 ‘since arrived 
in the country’. On 7th December the battalion’s dwindling numbers were boosted the first time by the arrival 
of a number of drafts. This occurred six times in December and January, reinforcing the battalion by a total 
of five officers and a staggering number of 608 other ranks, almost two thirds of the total strength of the 
battalion. It is uncertain how many of those drafts were new faces, be it reservists from Britain or soldiers 

                                                 
33 See DATA CAS1ST: There are a number of inconsistencies between the casualty figures recorded in the war diary 

and the CWGC database. Overall the war diary slightly underreports the number of fatalities. It can be speculated 
that a number of fatalities listed in the CWGC database were previously wounded soldiers who died behind the 
lines, away from the battalion. It can be assumed with ample surety that the figures of wounded soldiers stated in 
the war diary include only those wounded by enemy action rather than casualties from sickness and accidents. 
Figures for sick soldiers are occasionally given in the diary, demonstrating that if they would be included, total 
casualty figures would be far higher. Whilst comparing the lists of fatalities and attempting to name the dead we 
came across a number of other inconsistencies causing initial confusion. For instance the war diary refers to a 
Captain Campbell killed on the 22nd November. The CWGC database showed that, although attached to the 1st 
Foresters at that point, Donald Campbell was actually a member of the 4th South Staffordshire Regiment, which is 
why he was at first not to be found in the Foresters’ casualty lists. See also Appendix b). 

34 Reading the entries of the war diary from these months, it becomes clear though that no-man’s-land did not yet 
resemble a barren, moonlike surface of craters, another image so prevalent in many peoples’ imagination of the war. 
At this point there were still useable houses and other structures just behind the lines as well as in no-man’s-land, 
apparently used by machine gunners and snipers and in turn slowly being reduced to rubble by artillery fire. For 
instance on the 22nd November 1914, Stranger refers to ‘a house … which has been giving us a lot of trouble, it is 
full of marksmen who are continually worrying the trenches, ration parties etc.’ See also the entry dated 
27/11/1914: ‘One gun opened fire on the sniper’s house … [which] was badly knocked about’. 

35 See e.g. WYL; pp134-5. 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx
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from other pre-war units, and how many of those drafts were 1st Foresters who had been discharged from 
hospital, returned from leave etc.36  

The BEF had immense problems in sustaining troop numbers in the winter of 1914-15, following the 
disastrous casualties of the first few months of warfare37 and there were concerns about the reservists sent in 
to hold the line. BABINGTON paraphrased John French’s complaint to the War Office in December 1914 ‘that 
some of the reinforcements being sent to him were over 50 years old and had not fired a rifle since the Boer 
War’.38 In the winter of 1914-15 the process of recruiting the masses of volunteers that would become 
‘Kitchener’s Armies’ was still in its early stages, whilst many of the weekend warriors from the Territorial 
units, most of whom had ‘opted in’ for service abroad,39 were still being trained up back in Britain. For 
instance the 1/8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, despite having shown much pride in being ready to march 
on the sixth day after receiving their mobilisation orders on the 4th August, spent December shivering in 
makeshift accommodation back in England.40 The main reason why the depleted ranks of the Regulars were 
able to hold the lines at all was that they had been reinforced by numerous troops from various colonies, who 
also fought alongside the Foresters. The war diary contains a number of references to the ‘Indian lines on our 
right’.41 

Throughout December the comments about the weather and the bad state of the front lines, as well as 
their hinterland do not stop. Stranger noted for instance that the ‘roads [are] still in a very bad state’, or that 
the ‘trenches [are] in a very bad condition & parapet [is] in many places giving way’. 

As winter took a firm hold, safeguarding the status quo in the area seems to have been very much on top 
of the agenda on either side. There were a few alarms that the Germans might launch an attack but none of 
these did actually materialise, although reserves were mobilised on a number of occasions to defend the lines 
or to launch a counterattack if needed. For example on the 20th December ‘all available men, cooks, servants 
etc.’ were moved towards the lines in expectation of a German attack that never came. This did however 
result in sustained heavy fire being directed towards and answered from the German lines, resulting in 
significantly higher casualties on that day. Two days later a German attack did finally take place, though not 
hitting ‘A Lines’, but the neighbouring section defended by the Indian Army. The diary does not record the 
outcome of that battle, so it might be assumed that it was either repulsed or otherwise of little consequence; 
with the exceptions of the soldiers on either side who were ripped apart by artillery fire, ended up with a rifle 
wound or a piece of shrapnel burning in their guts.42 

In the run up to Christmas there was one entry with a much cheerier tone, recording the arrival of a ‘large 
number of boxes of comforts from City & County of Nottingham’ on the 15th December. As the 1st Foresters 
had to move up to the front lines on the 25th, the unit celebrated Christmas on the 24th. Relieving the 2nd 
Lancashires on Christmas day, Stranger noted his surprise that this had been the ‘quickest relief we have yet 
had, due to active lack of fire’. The Christmas truces of 1914 resulted in many units experiencing a break 
from the hostilities and widespread fraternisation between the ‘enemies’, much to the horror of their 
respective commanding officers.43 The 1st Foresters were also caught up in the events. Stranger wrote of an 
‘informal armistice [that has been] arranged between some of the Germans opposite “A” lines & 2/East 

                                                 
36 There is only in one case further specifying this with a remark that 30 of the 65 ‘other ranks’ who (re-)joined the 

battalion on the 3rd January had been discharged from hospital. It can be speculated that a large number of the 613 
drafts were indeed re-joining the battalion after a shorter or longer absence. 

37 See e.g. BAB; pp9-10. See also COR; p61: According to them the strength of the BEF in August 1914 was c.100,000 
troops. By 31st December 1914 they had suffered 96,000 casualties. 

38 BAB; p18. 
39 See BAB; pp8/10: About 60 per cent of all Territorials volunteered for duty overseas and 22 battalions of 

Territorials would be sent to the Western Front by the end of the year. 
40 WET; Introduction/chapter I. 
41 See e.g. ibid.; p10: Two Indian divisions had been sent into the fight alongside ‘all the regular troops who could be 

spared from garrison duties overseas’. 
42 Incidents such as these expected and actual attacks were usually accompanied by increased shelling of the trenches, 

further damaging the defensives. Worsened by the effects of the weather Stranger described the trenches by late 
December as being ‘in an appalling state, worse than they had ever been before, in many places knee deep in mud & 
slush’. 

43 See e.g. ASH; pp24-8. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/20527
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Lancs & during this time both sides collected the dead in front of the trenches’.44 Whereas in some parts of 
the Western Front the informal truces were surprisingly long lived,45 the reprieve for the Foresters and their 
opponents was only brief. Whereas Boxing Day had been ‘quiet all day’, fighting broke out again during the 
night, allegedly following a warning about an attack that never came. 

Whilst the murderous normality of the Western Front had been re-established quickly, it was more than 
ever the weather that worried Stranger as conditions went from bad to appalling. Over Christmas there had 
been a few days of frost, which thawed as the rain started to fall again, resulting in ‘deplorable condition[s], & 
in addition to the state of the bottom of the trenches, parapets & dugouts began to fall in’.46 Gales and yet 
more rain contributed to the decay of the defensive works. When the Foresters found themselves back in the 
trenches after completing another cycle of being relieved and in turn relieving the 2nd Lancashires, conditions 
had become so bad that parts of the trenches had to be abandoned.47 1915 began with more mud. On January 
1st 1915 a number of communication trenches filled up with water, forcing ration parties to make their runs 
to the firing trenches whilst crossing open ground.48 

Maintaining the status quo meant for the troops digging and ever more digging, whether it made any sense 
or not. On the 16th January, following a snowstorm and more rain, causing yet more damage to trenches and 
parapets, even the usually rather matter-of-factly Stranger appears to have been overwhelmed by the futility 
of their efforts. He noted how ‘[work] on breastworks is carried on nightly, at the present stage it is difficult 
to what useful purpose they will serve, they are exposed to a reverse fire, every night casualties occur in 
building them.’ When the Foresters left the lines as part of their regular rotation on the 21st January, they did 
not go into their usual billets but were supposed to march slightly further away from the front. In the end, 
they had to be taken ‘by waggons […] as many men would otherwise have been unable to reach billets owing 
to the state of their feet.’ 

Less than 72 hours later they marched back into the lines to face another three day tour. Stranger would 
afterwards describe it as marked by ‘casualties [which were] the heaviest yet experienced’. All troops had been 
warned to expect a German attack, given the impending birthday of Wilhelm II on the 27th January. Although 
neither the British nor the German forces launched an actual attack, this period was marked by exchanges of 
‘heavy fire’ and British artillery units started a ‘heavy bombardment of Neuve Chapelle’, probably answered 
by increased fire from their German counterparts, all in all resulting in a total of 73 casualties before the 
Foresters were relieved on the 27th.49 

The week which saw Harvey’s trial on Friday 5th did not feature any unusual reports in the war diary. 
Neither Harvey nor his trial are mentioned. There are references to continued efforts to destroy houses used 
by snipers, an entry about a first aid post having being hit by German shells and a British officer being 
wounded by friendly fire. By now, 82 Foresters had been killed, upwards of 200 wounded and hundreds 
hospitalised at one point or another due to non-combat injuries or illnesses. 

                                                 
44 See also WYL; p11-2: ‘On Christmas Day an informal armistice was arranged between the men of the 2nd Battalion 

East Lancashire Regiment, then occupying the trenches, and the Germans in possession of those over the way, and 
both sides took the opportunity of collecting their dead, when the Foresters were able to recover the bodies of 
Lieutenant Dilworth and Lance-Corporal Walters and accord them a soldier’s burial.’ 

45 See ASH; p32. 
46 The British forces were apparently not the only ones who had problems of this kind, as indicated by Stranger’s 

remark that the 28th December been the ‘[first] day spent in trenches on which there have been no casualties.’ 
However, the same remark exemplifies that at least during these months, both sides continued to constantly attack 
each other, with the exceptions of the brief Christmas Truce and the enforced ‘bad weather truce’ on the 28th 
December. There does not seem to have been a system of live-and-let-live in this sector (see ASH; pp35-6). 

47 This had already been anticipated a few days earlier when work started on new trenches behind the lines. 
48 On the 13th January the Foresters went into the front lines equipped with rations for two days as well as their iron 

rations in order to minimise supply runs as the ration parties still had to move across open ground. See also WYL; 
p13: ‘The state of the trenches grew daily worse, the communication trenches were flooded and ration parties and 
reliefs had to move across the open […].’ 

49 According to the war diary seven ‘other ranks’ were killed and 66 wounded. Yet again there are some discrepancies 
with the fatalities listed in the CWGC. In the end the war diary underreports the number of fatalities listed in the 
CWGC database by one, with the database listing another three fatalities in the following two days (28th and 29th), 
indicating that a number of wounded soldiers died. 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx
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Indeed, very little changed in the Foresters’ day to day routine the during the rest of February 1915, until 
they were moved to a new section of the lines at the very end of the month. A few days later the battalion 
took part in the attack on Neuve Chapelle. The battle is referred to in many history books as being 
noteworthy for the first use of some new tactics, such as concentrated barrages to destroy German wire, and 
being the first British attempt to break the deadlock. Although the British made, at least measured by WWI 
standards, fairly significant gains of a mile and a bit on the first day, the offensive soon collapsed. The troops 
of the Indian Army, some of whom had been fighting alongside the 1st Foresters, were to suffer particularly 
heavy casualties in this attack.50 

Table/Chart No 1: 1st Foresters’ casualties (16th Nov 1914-21st Mar 1915) 

 
Casualties displayed per week. ‘BWD’ refers to figures recorded in the 1st Foresters war diary, ‘CWGC’ to data taken 
from the CWGC’s database of fatalities. 

The 1st Foresters suffered disastrous casualties in the battle, to such an extent that whatever was left of the 
pre-war battalion must have been mutilated beyond recognition. According to the war diary, the Foresters 
lost 371 soldiers (including 275 wounded). Although the precise battle strength of the battalion on the eve of 
the attack is at present unknown, WYLLY stated that casualties amounted to over 50 per cent. He noted that 
of the 18 officers who took part in the attack, 16 were hit, nine of them killed.51 According to the CWGC 
casualty database, 192 Foresters died during the week ending Sunday 14th March, or, measured by the pre-war 
strength of the battalion, one out of every five soldiers. Although it is at present unknown how many of the 
Foresters who went into the trenches in November 1914 went over the top four months later, these kind of 
casualties will have marked the end of the unit as it had existed before the war. 

Looking back on the first few months of WWI, it has often been remarked that despite the Regulars’ 
comparatively extensive training, no army involved in the war, conscript or professional, had been expecting 
or was prepared52 for the new kind of warfare experienced by the 1st Foresters. Up to the attack on Neuve 
Chapelle, their war is a prime example of trench warfare as described by ASHWORTH: 

‘[…] we must distinguish trench warfare firstly as intermittent, large-scale battles, where one side 
attacked the other, striving to kill the enemy, capture his trenches, and break through them into 
the open ground behind, and secondly as continuous but small-scale attacks where each side 
aggressed the other in a multitude of ways, whilst remaining mostly in their trenches. The former 
were the massive, dramatic episodes of the war: the battles of the Somme, of Passchendaele, 
Verdun and many more; but the latter was the ceaseless struggle in trenches, which occurred not 

                                                 
50 See e.g. CWGCNC; GDM; pp81-5. REY; chapter XIV. 
51 WYL; pp16-8. 
52 See e.g. BAB; pp1/7: ‘None of the belligerents, least of all the British, had either trained or properly equipped their 

armies for a prolonged period of trench warfare.’ 
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only within the intervals between large battles but also throughout a given battle, such as the 
Somme, but elsewhere in the line.’53 

LEESE also differentiates between the large scale battles and a war of small-scale attrition with sniping, 
bombing and other ‘ritualised exchanges’: 

‘Both types of soldiering were intense, unpredictable and dangerous forms of work. To engage in 
this toil meant making the best of enforced circumstances, and like peacetime labouring, its main 
constituents were boredom, exhaustion and submission to authority, with the additional fear of 
mutilation or death.’54 

According to ASHWORTH, this constant, low-intensity trench warfare the Foresters experienced before the 
Battle of Neuve Chapelle formed ‘the larger part of [most soldiers’] total war experience’.55 Indeed, the 
Foresters spent 72 out of the 112 days between the 15th November 1914 and the 6th March 1915 partially or 
fully in the trenches. That amounts to almost two thirds of all days between them entering the lines for the 
first time and being positioned for the attack on Neuve Chapelle. Even when they were billeted, they were 
usually in very close proximity to the front,56 and seem to have been at all times less than ten miles from the 
lines. 

Even though the individual spells in the trenches were relatively short, the Foresters would not have been 
able to escape an everyday experience dominated by this new kind of warfare, unless they were among those 
who were hospitalised at one point or another, due to wounds from enemy action, exposure, etc. Although 
far more Foresters died in the attack on Neuve Chapelle than during their time in or near the lines, the 
physical and psychological toll of these months is unimaginable. 

  

                                                 
53 ASH; p2; author’s italics removed. 
54 LEE; pp24-5. 
55 ASH; p2. 
56 The Foresters usual billets at the ‘Red Barn’, about 700 yards north west of Pont du Hem, were less than two miles 

off the front lines. See also Appendix a). 
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III. W Harvey’s death sentence 

Generally, by looking into the case of W Harvey we have learned a lot about the source materials and how 
to get our fingers on some of the widely scattered scraps of information.57 However, it would be foolish to 
assume that there is not an awful lot left to learn. We have only begun to identify potential sources of 
information on this and the other cases of the 103 Foresters. This is why we hope to come back to this case 
as the project develops, possibly having unearthed more source materials in the process, thereby in time 
hopefully adding to, correcting or maybe even confirming some of the following deliberations.58 

Although ORAM provided us with a good starting point, we faced the major problem that the courts 
martial registers do not list the so called soldier, or regimental numbers. Therefore, in our attempts to 
establish the identity of the elusive W Harvey, we could only narrow down the list of potential candidates59 to 
two persons, who both went into France in November 1914 with the 1st Foresters. We have only a few scraps 
of information regarding WH Harvey (hereafter WHH) and a few more bits of information regarding W 
Harvey (hereafter WH).60 Although we can assume with ample surety that one of these two individuals was 
court martialled on 5th February 1915, at present we cannot conclusively prove whether it was WHH or WH. 
Another big problem is that we do not have enough information in the military records to track either soldier 
beyond reasonable doubt in either pre- or post-war civilian records.61 Unfortunately, we can therefore not 
look into the background of these individuals, shutting the door on a lot of potential avenues for further 
research. 

One set of documents that would not only resolve these problems but also provide us at the very least 
with the army’s version of events, would be the actual records of Harvey’s Field General Court Martial. 
These, together with the paperwork that was added to the court documents by Harvey’s commanding officers 
as the paperwork was passed up the chain of command,62 would be invaluable in ascertaining more 
information on the case and why the sentence was not confirmed by John French, the BEF’s commander-in-
chief at the time. However, it seems that these papers did not survive. Whereas apparently most of the 
records for the cases that resulted in executions survived, the documents regarding the cases of condemned 
soldiers whose death sentences were commuted seem to have all been lost. It is unknown whether this 
occurred during the large scale destruction of records in the devastating German attacks on London during 
the Second World War, or whether the documents were simply not deemed worthy of preservation at some 
time after WWI. 

The situation is not helped by the problem that apparently neither the Service Records of WWH or WH 
survived. They seem to have been destroyed along with up to 60 per cent of all WWI Service Records during 
the Blitz. 

The information presently available on WH and WWH was recorded in WWI Service Medal and Award 
Rolls. According to these documents, also providing their full(?) names and soldier numbers, both soldiers 
retained the rank of private throughout their military careers. They began their active service with the 1st 
Foresters on the 4th November 1914.63 WH’s records also include his entitlement to a so called Silver War 

                                                 
57 As in the previous chapter, unless stated otherwise, these deliberations are based on BWD1ST; entries dated 

31/08/1914-14/03/1915 and DATA CAS1ST. 
58 We have e.g. not yet lost hope for finding the ‘Routine Orders’ for the 8th Division or materials on the 24th Brigade. 
59 Drawn up using Ancestry (ACEN/ACMR), CWGC, Forces War Records, Nottinghamshire Great War Roll of 

Honour. 
60 See ACMR: For WWH we found two documents, one listing details regarding his entitlement to a Victory Medal 

and a British War Medal (listed in the same document), the other regarding his 1914 Star. For WH we have some 
more information, again regarding his entitlement to a Victory Medal and British War, a 1914 Star, but also 
regarding his Silver War Badge. We also found WH’s Medal Roll Index card, but this does not seem to contain any 
further information. 

61 WWH and WH share not quite as common a name as say James Taylor or Henry Jones, but common enough that 
without more information such as the year or place of birth, etc. the list of potential candidates is rather extensive. 

62 See Issue 1; chapter II. 
63 See ACMR: Described as their ‘date of disembarkation’. According to the war diary the 4th was technically the date 

of their embarkation in Southampton, they arrived in France on the very early hours of the 5th November. 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx
http://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/search
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/rollofhonour
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/rollofhonour
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/uk/military
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/uk/military
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Badge as he was discharged early from the army after suffering wounds leaving him ‘no longer physically fit 
for war service’.64 His discharge date65 was the 22nd May 1916, indicating that his wounds had been rather 
severe and may have resulted in some form of permanent disability, as it might be speculated that if WH 
would have made a full physical recovery, he would have been sent back into the war.66 WWH might well 
have gone through the full length of the war,67 as we could not find any references of an early discharge or 
him being killed. It is however recorded that he served in a number of different battalions of the Foresters, 
starting with the 1st, then the 9th, 2nd, 17th and finally the 2/7th. These frequent transfers might have occurred 
as the army kept reshuffling its personnel to make up for heavy losses in one unit or another.68 

Whatever the specific circumstances that led to W Harvey being tried before a court martial on the 5th 
February 1915, at some point in time on or before that date, a commissioned officer decided to bring charges 
of desertion against him. The offence is described in the Manual of Military Law: 

‘The criterion between desertion and absence without leave is intention. The offence of desertion 
that is to say, of deserting or attempting to desert […] implies an intention on the part of the 
offender either not to return to His Majesty's service at all, or to escape some particular 
important service […]. On the other hand, absence without leave may be described as such short 
absence, unaccompanied by disguise, concealment, or other suspicious circumstances […]. Mere 
length of absence is, by itself, of little value as a test […], [nor] can desertion invariably be judged 
by distance, for a soldier may absent himself without leave and depart to a very considerable 
distance, […] whereas he may scarcely quit the camp or barrack yard, and the evidence of 
intention not to return […] may be complete.’69 

Therefore desertion was in essence an aggravated form of absence without leave and the line between 
going AWOL and deserting depended on the rather malleable criterion of the accused’s ‘intentions’. On 
active service, desertion was punishable by death: 

‘Every person subject to military law who commits any of the following offences; that is to say 
(a.) Deserts or attempts to desert His Majesty's service; or (b.) Persuades, endeavours to 
persuade, procures or attempts to procure any person subject to military law to desert from His 
Majesty's service, shall, on conviction by court-martial, if he committed such offence when on 
active service or under orders for active service, be liable to suffer death.’70 

In many cases the difference between a capital offence and one that would have probably been dealt with 
summarily was vague and very much reliant on the officers who dealt with the case. Over the course of the 
war, desertion would be by far the most common offence resulting in death sentences and executions.71 

                                                 
64 See ACMR. See also IWMSWB; TLLTSWB. 
65 See ACMR: WH’s Silver War Badge record also shows that he had joined the army on the 8th December 1911, just a 

few months too late to be included in the 1st Foresters 1911 census data (see chapter I.). 
66 See Ibid.: With the 22nd May being listed as the official day of WH’s discharge, he would have been wounded at 

some unspecified time before that, making it difficult to outline the possible circumstances. See also WYL; pp22-31 
for a brief overview of the battalion’s actions and engagements between the attacks on Neuve Chapelle and the 
Battle of the Somme. The unit had repeatedly taken heavy casualties, notably during the Battle of Loos in Autumn 
1915. According to Wylly, by April 1916 the 1st Foresters’ total casualties over the course of the war amounted to 14 
officers killed and another 35 wounded, whilst a total of 395 other ranks had been killed and 1,122 wounded. 

67 It is possible that WWH was discharged before the end of the war if his spell with the army came to an end before 
the armistice. We do not know when his time with the army would have been up, given that it remains at present 
unknown when WWH had initially signed up. 

68 See e.g. MOR; p74: Given that at he was a pre-war Regular, WWH might have well been seen as a valuable asset, 
even if he had a serious disciplinary record. Veterans could play a crucial role when a depleted battalion needed to 
be build back up to battle strength, inevitably mostly drawing on untrained recruits. 

69 TWO1; p18-9. 
70 Ibid.; p278. 
71 See Issue 1; chapters I-II. See also BAB; pp5-6; PTS; pp29-30: See e.g. the case of the first British soldier to be 

executed for desertion during WWI. The evidence for Highgate’s intention not to return was him not wearing his 
uniform when he was arrested, although it was lying at his side, as well as having allegedly stated words to the effect 
of ‘I have had enough of it – I want to get out’ to a gamekeeper, something he denied during his trial. 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/uk/military
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/silver-war-badge-and-kings-certificate-of-discharge
http://www.1914-1918.net/soldiers/swbrecords.html
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/uk/military
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/uk/military
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Given that the specific circumstances of acts interpreted as desertions could vary significantly, the details 
of Harvey’s case remain unclear. However, several things indicate that his absence may have been rather short 
lived. The Western Front has been described in Tucholsky’s Der Bewachte Kriegsschauplatz/The Guarded Battlefield 
as ‘[some] square miles of land within which murder was obligatory, while half an hour away it was equally 
strictly forbidden’, tightly guarded towards the rear by military police.72 

Indeed it has repeatedly been stated that: 

‘It was extremely difficult for soldiers who went absent from their units to remain at liberty 
behind the line in France for very long, and it was even harder for them to return to England. 
The Military Police patrolling the roads, the villages, the towns and the railway stations in the 
vicinity of the battle areas were constantly checking passes and travel documents.’73 

Given this problem, faced by everyone who deserted abroad, it can be speculated that Harvey did not get 
very far, especially if he deserted whilst being near his battalion. Furthermore, if he managed to remain absent 
for any significant amount of time, it can be assumed that this would have been recorded by Stranger, noting 
a missing soldier in the 1st Foresters’ war diary. This happened when another Forester left the battalion, 
apparently unauthorised, going off to a Field Ambulance shortly after the unit arrived at the front. He was 
listed missing for 22 days, between the 17th November and the 8th December 1914, when he re-joined the 
battalion. A second soldier, who went missing just before Christmas, was accounted for when his body was 
found five days later. These are the only accounts of missing Foresters before the new battalion diarist 
counted the casualties following the attack on Neuve Chapelle on 12th March 1915.74 

However, there is of course a chance that W Harvey did go unaccounted for whilst being away from the 
battalion, for instance if he had been wounded or hospitalised for another reason and when he was due to re-
join the unit decided that he had had enough. It can be assumed that under such circumstances he would not 
have been listed as missing in the war diary, just as Stranger did not list any fatalities whenever soldiers died 
behind the lines. 

What might be interpreted as another indicator that Harvey’s alleged desertion was probably rather short 
lived is the fact that his death sentence was not confirmed by the commander-in-chief, although BABINGTON 
makes it clear that such a decision often depended on other factors: 

‘Apart from the circumstances of the offence, the issue of life or death seems to have been 
determined by two factors – whether it was considered that the condemned man had the makings 
of a good soldier; and whether his execution might be beneficial for the immediate needs of 
disciplining.’75 

Therefore, the sentence being commuted also indicates that Harvey was seen as a soldier who could still 
be of use to the army, an assessment that was confirmed by WH’s as well as WHH’s subsequent army careers. 
Also, Harvey will have benefited from the fact that he served in a battalion that would three weeks later be 
much lauded by their corps commander for their ‘gallant and soldier-like’ conduct, having ‘stuck to a difficult 
and dangerous task with a determination worthy of all praise’.76 

It might have been especially this factor that saved Harvey’s life. BABINGTON has referred to the 
nervousness of Haig and other senior officers in these early months of the war, fuelled by the BEF’s extreme 
casualties.77 Indeed, examining the number of death sentences as well as executions during that period 
demonstrates that many officers’ instincts, faced with grave concerns regarding the overstretched and 
                                                 
72 TCH. 
73 BAB; p19. 
74 See BWD1ST; entry dated 08/12/1914: ‘Pte Sherlock, returned as missing, discovered to have gone sick to 24th 

F[ield]A[mbulance]’; See also ibid.; entry dated 26/12/1914: [Pte Clarke] was found by 2/ East Lancs near our 
trenches’. See also DDT; p2: A very long list of Sherwood Foresters recorded as missing by the 10th December, also 
referring to soldiers from other battalions, published in the Derby Daily Telegraph on the 5th February 1915, does 
not include W Harvey. 

75 BAB; pp16-7. 
76 The message came from the HQ of the IV Corps on the 27th February. It also records that the 2nd Lancashires, the 

unit with whom the Foresters shared their task of defending ‘A lines’, suffered equally high casualties. 
77 BAB; pp6-7. 

http://weltbuehneenglishtranslation.wordpress.com/2013/05/30/the-guarded-battlefield-der-bewachte-kriegsschauplatz/
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exhausted remnants of the Regular Army, were to enforce an extremely harsh disciplinary regime. During the 
winter of 1914-15, the per capita ratios of death sentences and executions were higher than at any other time 
during WWI. This changed in April 1915, not only due to a significant increase in the size of the BEF, but 
also as many of these reinforcements were Territorial units, differentiated from the Regulars for instance by 
their rather different handling of disciplinary affairs.78 

Table/Chart No 2: Death sentences and executions abroad (Dec 1914-May 1915) 

 
death sentences 
outside the UK 

confirmed death 
sentences 

confirmed death 
sentences (%) 

troops 
abroad 

death sentences 
per 100,000 
troops 

confirmed  death 
sentences per 
100,000 troops 

Dec-14 40 3 7.50 266,711 15.00 1.12 

Jan-15 40 7 17.50 353,787 11.31 1.98 

Feb-15 60 7 11.48 354,750 16.91 1.97 

Mar-15 62 2 3.17 398,952 15.54 0.50 

Apr-15 26 7 26.92 464,303 5.60 1.51 

May-15 35 5 14.29 659,095 5.31 0.76 

Most British soldiers sentenced to death had to wait days, weeks or in some cases over a month to learn 
whether or not their sentence had been confirmed or not. It can be assumed that this was also the case for 
Harvey. In the end his death sentence, which had probably come with a recommendation for mercy, was 
commuted by the commander-in-chief to two years hard labour.79 

It seems likely that this sentence was suspended, although this can also be not proven conclusively. 
BABINGTON described the technicalities of this procedure: 

‘A considerable number of the sentences […] were suspended within a short while […]; when 
this occurred the soldier concerned was returned to his unit for normal duties and a date was set, 
usually three months ahead, for the sentence to be brought forward for reconsideration. If his 
conduct was good in the meanwhile, or if he performed a deed of gallantry in the field, his 
sentence might be remitted when it came up for review; on the other hand, if the report on his 
behaviour was unsatisfactory it could be implemented right away. A third alternative open to the 
reviewing officer was again to postpone the decision until some time in the future.’80 

In general, British Army officers seem to have been unwilling to take a potentially useful soldier out of the 
trenches, unless they thought it beneficial to arrange for him to be ritually murdered in an effort to intimidate 
his comrades. The reluctance to imprison troops was not only influenced by concerns about manpower. 
There was also the fear that soldiers might start to think that their chances of surviving an encounter with 
entrenched German machine gunners were worse than at a court martial, where, even on a capital charge, 
they might get away with a few years in an internment camp or civilian prison. Both factors seems to have led 
to a widespread policy of suspending many prison sentences.81 

Both WH’s as well as WHH’s records indicate that they did not serve any time following the court martial 
case. WH was wounded and discharged from the army within sixteen months, whilst WHH’s repeated 
transfers imply that he had not been imprisoned. 

                                                 
78 DATA DS/EXE. 
79 See BAB p17: Babington states that the average time a condemned soldier had to wait before learning whether his 

sentence had been confirmed was between nine and sixteen days. See also TWO1; pp53/325-6. 
80 BAB; p22. 
81 See COR; p337-8: The authors quote a proposal by an assistant to the adjutant general: ‘It is a fundamental principle 

that any penalty inflicted on the troops must be one that will not cause a shortage of men.’ See also BAB; p19: He 
quotes an officer in the 1st Division who justified his recommendation to execute a soldier: ‘Every infantry officer of 
experience will confirm my opinion that there comes a point when men will risk imprisonment or penal servitude 
rather than carry on their ordinary duty. They know that long sentences inflicted in war are whittled down as they 
pass up the military hierarchy and that if a sentence is not ended before the end of the war they may look forward to 
an amnesty at the end of hostilities. The execution of a man has a salutary effect on the bad and weak characters (in 
resisting temptation). The number of men likely to desert in the face of the enemy is very small and is composed of 
a few bad and weak characters. But if these few are able by their crime to obtain the safety and comfort of a prison 
their numbers will soon be swelled by others of slightly less weak character.’ 
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Regarding the possible motives for the alleged desertion we are yet again only able to speculate in light of 
the contextual information. Although the length of time between the alleged ‘offence’ and the trial remains 
unknown, it may be speculated that this may have been rather short. Examining the JAQ registers ourselves, 
they do specify the venue of the trial as La Gourge82 which is where the whole battalion was billeted from the 
3rd to the 5th February, in between their regular spells in ‘A Lines’. Taking into account that it appears likely 
that Harvey absence was rather brief, it seems entirely possible that Harvey’s ‘offence’ was ‘committed’ and 
tried by a quickly convened Field General Court Martial during those few days spent away from the lines.83 

It is notable that the week before the trial, ending on 31st January 1915, had seen the battalion suffer a yet 
unmatched number of casualties. There had been increased hostile action from both sides, according to the 
war diary due to heightened tensions given Wilhelm II’s birthday on the 27th January. Examining this sudden 
spike in the casualty rates in the context of the previous weeks, the severity of the increase becomes apparent, 
although casualties in the week 25th to 31st January would soon be dwarfed by the heavy losses sustained in 
the attack on Neuve Chapelle (see Table/Chart No 1). 

Table/Chart No 3: 1st Foresters’ casualties (16th Nov 1914-7th Feb 1915) 

 

Casualties displayed per week. ‘BWD’ refers to figures recorded in the 1st Foresters war diary, ‘CWGC’ to data taken 
from the CWGC’s database of fatalities. 

The weeks before Wilhelm II.’s birthday had been marked by comparatively few casualties, according to 
the War Diary due to the extremely adverse weather conditions, keeping both sides primarily occupied with 
the basic upkeep of their defensive works rather than attacking their respective ‘enemies’. However, one new 
factor during that period, was that the battalion had for the first time taken casualties on a day when they 
were in billets. This was to happen again on the 28th,84 that is during the week of yet unmatched casualties, 
with the Germans also shelling the Foresters’ battalion HQ on the following day, though without causing any 
casualties. It was around the same time that many Foresters appear to have come very close to their physical, 
possibly also psychological, breaking points, when on the 21st January ‘many men’ had been unable to reach 
their, this time slightly more withdrawn, billets unaided. 

                                                 
82 See CSMR1. 
83 According to the war diary the 3rd and 4th February were ‘Quiet’ days. On the 5th the battalion marched back into ‘A 

Lines’. See also TWO1; pp29-30: Although some formal process was necessary to convey a court martial, this seems 
to have been rather rudimentary, probably even more so in the field: ‘The commanding officer will […] consider 
whether to dismiss the case or to deal summarily with the case himself, or to adjourn the case for the purpose of 
having the evidence reduced to writing, with a view to having the case tried by court-martial […]’. 

84 It is not entirely clear whether the casualties suffered by the battalion on the 17th and the 28th were caused by the 
Germans shelling the Foresters’ billets, or whether these soldiers may have been wounded whilst being assigned to 
some duty nearer the front lines. 
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Having been through dreadful conditions, especially in those weeks after Christmas 1914, having taken 
casualties in billets and just having been through a week marred by yet unrivalled casualties appears to be the 
immediate context of Harvey’s court martial. However, it remains unclear what did motivate him to perform 
an action that was afterwards interpreted as desertion. 

Also, it is a distinct possibility that Harvey never experienced what happened to the battalion in late 
January, as he may have for instance been hospitalised, meaning that the alleged desertion could have taken 
place well away from the lines, leading to an arrest and him being send back to his battalion to face his trial by 
court martial on the 5th February. 

BABINGTON and ORAM summarise some of the possible sets of motivations: 

‘These early desertion cases conformed to the patterns which were to become all too familiar 
throughout the course of the war. Some men went absent after a prolonged spell in action 
because they were unable or unwilling to put up with any more; some could not withstand the 
traumatic impact of their initial experiences in battle; some who were resting or in reserve had 
not the willpower to face a further period in the line; and some had been unbalanced by domestic 
worries or by bad news from home.’85 

‘A number of factors caused men to desert. Some simply gave in to fear during battle, perhaps 
exhibiting symptoms of shell shock. For others it was a culmination of long-term factors such as 
absence from their family and community. A threat, whether real or imagined, to these familial 
and communal ties often caused an individual soldier to perform irrational acts. The prospect of 
returning home, whether by ending the war or even the remote possibility of leave, was 
paramount in most soldiers, minds. […] A significant number of capital cases arose out of fear 
that ties with home were in some way threatened.’86 

  

                                                 
85 BAB; p19. 
86 ORA1; p171. 
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Conclusions 

The research resulting in this first case study of our 103 Foresters project has at times been rather 
frustrating, as we soon discovered that our initial hopes of finding ample source materials had been way too 
optimistic. However, a debate of the available sources did shed quite a bit of light on the possible 
circumstances of Harvey’s death sentence. 

Although we were unable to specify Harvey’s specific background and other personal circumstances, the 
examination of the soldiers of the 1st Battalion enabled us to look into some of the claims about the pre-war 
Regulars. It also meant that we were able to outline the ‘typical’ person serving with the 1st Foresters when 
they were sent into the trenches: An unmarried man in his early 20s, from a poor, working class background, 
having grown up with his family in the East Midlands and having been employed for instance as a miner or 
textile worker before joining the army at some point before 1914. Whether or not Harvey matched this 
profile remains as of yet unknown, but many of his comrades certainly did. 

What the 1st Foresters experienced in those first few months, either spent in ‘A Lines’ or billets in close 
proximity to the front, can be described but is luckily beyond our imagination. They spent most of Winter 
1914-15 wading through muddy holes. When they were in some form of billet, these were apparently within 
artillery range at most times. The Foresters would have constantly been made to march around, dig more 
holes and try to murder their ‘enemies’ whilst trying not to be murdered by them. Those ‘enemies’ would 
have come in all likelihood from very similar backgrounds and also spent most of their time in muddy holes, 
doing pretty much the same things. Given the body of evidence presented, it may be speculated that the 
Foresters’ first few months at war would have been marked by either boredom or hard, monotonous work, in 
an environment fuelling constant anxiety, interspersed with moments of terror, whilst all the while somehow 
trying to stay as dry and warm as possible. 

As it has been argued, the fact that Harvey’s sentence was not confirmed, along with the other 
circumstantial evidence implies that one likely scenario for the events leading to Harvey’s conviction may 
have been the rather short absence of a soldier who had temporarily been pushed beyond his psychological 
breaking point. Given that Harvey appears to have been a person who was assessed to still be of use to the 
army and that he was serving in a praised unit, not judged to be in need of an example, the sentence was not 
confirmed, leading to a subsequent army career that either included a number of transfers between battalions 
or ended abruptly when he was severely wounded. 

What exactly caused Harvey to attempt his desertion remains unknown at this stage. In fact it even 
remains an assumption that he actually tried to desert in the first place, he may simply have gone AWOL, 
gotten lost or provoked the ire of his superiors in some other way. Hopefully future research will help us to 
establish an account that leaves fewer questions unanswered. 

However, in trying to piece together Harvey’s story, we came up with a rather harrowing account of the 
early days of WWI. It exemplifies the tragedy of this war, that was to continue in all its absurdity and horror 
for another 45 months after Harvey had been sentenced, rather than ending with the ‘enemies’ on both sides 
turning their weapons on their superiors before going home. 
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Appendices 

a) Map of the area around Neuve Chapelle 

The green pointers mark some of the places mentioned in the war diary.87 We do not know exactly where ‘A Lines’ 
were, but the war diary frequently mentions a salient and the Foresters spend a lot of time in the vicinity of Richebourg. 
So ‘A Lines’ were probably near the position marked ‘Port Arthur’. The resolution should allow a decent magnification. 

 

                                                 
87 Other places referred to in BWD1ST include Merville (c. 5.5km/3.5m east of Estaires); Neuf Berquin (c.3.5/2.2m 

north-east of Estaires); Vieille-Chapelle (c.2.5km/1.5m north-east of Richebourg); La Gourge (1.3km/0.8m east of 
Estaires). We do not have a complete reference for this fine map. It was bought on ebay and to our horror we 
discovered that it had been cut out of a book, Harmsworth’s New Atlas. This map once was p500, probably of the 
1920 edition. 
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b) List of 1st Foresters killed 16th Nov 1914 to 6th Feb 1915 

Date of death Name Age Rank 
Soldier 
No 

Born in Notes 
In 1911 
census 

16/11/1914 Dulake, Albert 21 Private 11408 England; Surrey - No 

17/11/1914 Backhouse, Septimus George 30 Private 10393 England; Nottinghamshire - Yes 

17/11/1914 Bywater, Henry 30 Private 9952 England; Nottinghamshire 
married at the time of his death, he had 
been unmarried in the 1911 census 

Yes 

17/11/1914 Rhodes, William 29 Private 10268 England; Derbyshire - Yes 

20/11/1914 Dilworth, Maclean Proctor 26 Lieutenant Officer England; London - No 

20/11/1914 Skinner, A N/A Drummer N/A N/A - No 

21/11/1914 Taylor, Joseph 31* Private 11525 Wales; Monmouthshire JT in CWGC = JT in 1911 census Yes* 

22/11/1914 Fulham, Frederick N/A Private 9122 N/A - No 

22/11/1914 Cope, John Francis 25 Lance Corporal 11053 England; Derbyshire was still a Private in 1911 Yes 

22/11/1914 Smith, George William 24 Private 11034 England; Nottinghamshire 
GS in CWGC probably ≠ GS in 1911 
census 

No* 

22/11/1914 Walters, Jarvis 31 Lance Corporal 8749 N/A - No 

22/11/1914 
Campbell, Donald William 
Auchinbreck 

42 Captain Officer England; Worcestershire 

married; 4th South Staffordshire Regiment, 
but attached to 1st Foresters at the time of 
his death; BWD1ST counts him as one of 
their own 

No 

26/11/1914 Butcher, Henry N/A Private 11350 N/A - No 

27/11/1914 Millington, John 28 Private 8902 England; Derbyshire - Yes 

27/11/1914 Murphy, James 27 Private 9979 England; Derbyshire one of three brothers killed in WWI No 

27/11/1914 Lacey, J[oseph*] 24* Lance Corporal 11192 England; Manchester* 
JL in CWGC probably = JL in 1911 
census; was still a Private in 1911 

Yes* 

27/11/1914 Holmes, Richard 28 Private 8912 England; Yorkshire his parents lived in Nottingham Yes 

27/11/1914 Wooding, William N/A Private 11309 England; Bedford one of two brothers killed in WWI No 

28/11/1914 Thompson, Albert Edward 26 Private 10310 England; Lancashire his parents lived in Derby Yes 

03/12/1914 Green, Harry 26 Private 10639 England; Leicestershire - Yes 

03/12/1914 Smith, Harry 26 Private 11823 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

08/12/1914 Reed, George N/A Private 9420 N/A - No 

09/12/1914 Smalley, William Miles 23 2nd Lieutenant Officer England; Nottinghamshire - No 

20/12/1914 Maloney, John William Joseph 21 Private 10903 England; London - Yes 

20/12/1914 Meehan, Patrick 40 Private 6320 Ireland; Longford - No 

20/12/1914 Burton, Arthur N/A Private 11160 N/A - No 

21/12/1914 Horton, George 21 Private 11790 England; Staffordshire - No 

21/12/1914 Cook, W.H. 24 Private 11590 England; Derbyshire - No 

22/12/1914 Henley, John 28 Private 8523 England; Nottinghamshire married No 
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Date of death Name Age Rank 
Soldier 
No 

Born in Notes 
In 1911 
census 

22/12/1914 Hill, Joseph 39 Private 6683 England; Derbyshire - No 

22/12/1914 Clow, F.C. N/A Private 12246 N/A - No 

22/12/1914 Clarke, John 32 Private 16768 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

26/12/1914 Kettleboroug, George H 25 Private 10354 England; Lincolnshire - No 

27/12/1914 Woolacott, H N/A Private 7074 N/A - No 

27/12/1914 Astill, George N/A Lance Corporal 11193 N/A - No 

31/12/1914 Hayward, A.L. N/A Private 11008 N/A - No 

31/12/1914 Catherall, T. 27 Private 14553 England; Derbyshire married No 

01/01/1915 Mee, Frank 23 Private 11300 N/A - No 

08/01/1915 Wallis, Roland 25 Private 11157 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

09/01/1915 Gay, A[lbert*] 24* Private 10415 England; Somerset* 
AG in CWGC probably = AG in 1911 
census 

Yes* 

09/01/1915 Vaughan, William James 24 Private 11360 England; Derbyshire - No 

10/01/1915 Hicks, George 21 Private 11797 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

10/01/1915 Rowe, F M N/A Private 8/6679 N/A - No 

12/01/1915 Simpson, Stanley George Victor 22 Private 11215 England; Suffolk - No 

13/01/1915 Gundry, William 22 Private 11467 England; Surrey - No 

13/01/1915 King, John N/A Lance Corporal 11813 N/A - No 

13/01/1915 Robinson, F D N/A Private 12327 N/A - No 

14/01/1915 Hall, Thomas 25 Private 10084 England; Nottinghamshire - Yes 

14/01/1915 Roper, Joshua N/A Private 5173 N/A - No 

14/01/1915 Snowden, W N/A Private 13597 N/A - No 

15/01/1915 Hunt, George N/A Private 11355 N/A - No 

15/01/1915 Hurst, William N/A Private 6425 N/A - No 

15/01/1915 Fidler, Bertie N/A Private 10994 N/A - No 

15/01/1915 Smith, Horace George 19 Private 12054 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

18/01/1915 Harden, Charles N/A Private 9212 N/A - No 

19/01/1915 Daden, Thomas N/A Private 11411 N/A - No 

24/01/1915 Roddy, R E N/A Private 9441 N/A - No 

25/01/1915 Wormall, R N/A Private 11471 N/A - No 

27/01/1915 Marriott, Frederick 17 Private 3757 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

27/01/1915 Hutchley, L N/A Private 13141 N/A - No 

27/01/1915 Bowman, General 25 Private 10187 England; Nottinghamshire - Yes 

27/01/1915 Bradshaw, Benjamin 24 Private 8732 England; Manchester - No 
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Date of death Name Age Rank 
Soldier 
No 

Born in Notes 
In 1911 
census 

27/01/1915 Fox, A[lfred*] 25* Private 11139 England; Norfolk* 
AF in CWGC probably = AF in 1911 
census 

Yes 

27/01/1915 Catlow, Ernest Edgar 27 Private 4099 England; Leicestershire - No 

27/01/1915 Smith, G N/A Private 6417 N/A 
impossible to verify if GS in CWGC = or 
≠ GS in 1911 census 

No 

28/01/1915 Collington, John James 28 Private 9190 England; Leicestershire married No 

29/01/1915 Hird, John Hindley 18 Private 3788 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

29/01/1915 Firby, George Waite 22 Private 13466 England; Derbyshire - No 

30/01/1915 Kennedy, James 30 Private 13532 Scotland; Roxburghshire one of two brothers killed in WWI No 

30/01/1915 Wheelhouse, Lawrence N/A Private 4710 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

31/01/1915 Wagstaff, F[rank*] 27* Lance Corporal 10101 England; Nottinghamshire* 
FW in CWGC probably = FW in 1911 
census; was still a Private in 1911 

Yes* 

31/01/1915 French, John N/A Private 11393 N/A - No 

31/01/1915 Potter, Maurice Henry 24 Lance Corporal 11182 England, Cambridgeshire - Yes 

31/01/1915 Wood, Curtis N/A Private 2344 England; Nottinghamshire - No 

31/01/1915 Spencer, Joseph 26 Private 10804 England; Nottinghamshire - Yes 

01/02/1915 Straw, George Howland 28 Private 10983 England; Derbyshire - Yes 

01/02/1915 Severn, John Shipman N/A Private 6892 N/A - No 

04/02/1915 Dilkes, J 21 Private 13428 England; Derbyshire - No 

05/02/1915 Cox, H N/A Private 13686 N/A - No 

05/02/1915 Buttfield, John William 21 Private 10979 England; Kent was Drummer in 1911 Yes 

06/02/1915 Harris, F N/A Private 4659 N/A - No 

06/02/1915 Easton, James 27 Corporal 10952 England; Derbyshire was still Lance Corporal in 1911 Yes 

* Estimates. 
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